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Test 5

READINGAND USE OF ENGLISH (1 hour 15 minutes)

Part 1

For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap.

There is an example at the beginning (0).

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

Example:

0 A closed B contained C surrounded D shut

Lighting a town

The Norwegian town of Rjukan lies along the floor of a narrow valley, (0) ______ by sheer

mountains. Because of its location, the town, with its 3,400 (1) ______, has in the past lived in

shadow for half the year. During the day, from late September to mid-March, the town gets no

direct natural sunlight at all. Its residents all agreed this (2) ______ that the town was incredibly

depressing during the winter months.

However, that all changed in 2013 with the (3) ______ of a system of mirrors whose design

Martin Anderson, an artist, had first (4) ______ up with some 12 years earlier. With financial (5)

______ from the local government and from several prominent business people, Anderson’s idea

became a (6) ______. Today, high on the mountain opposite the town, (7) ______ three large

solar-powered, computer-controlled mirrors (8) ______ the precise movement of the sun across

the winter sky, reflecting its rays onto the town’s market square and flooding it in bright sunlight.

1 A totals B populations C numbers D inhabitants

2 A meant B explained C showed D made

3 A ending B conclusion C completion D result

4 A brought B come C caught D got

5 A budget B cost C expense D investment

6 A reality B truth C principle D practicality

7 A find B sit C stay D hold

8 A passing B following C proceeding D continuing

Part 2

For questions 9-16, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use only

one word in each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Write your answers IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet.

Example:

The homing instinct

The homing instinct is what makes certain animals, birds and fish return (0) ______ the place they

consider home. Cats often have this instinct. It was particularly strong in an American cat called
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Ninja, which disappeared shortly (9) ______ its owners had taken it to their new home; a year

later the cat turned up at its old home even (10) ______ this was 1,360 kilometres away from (11)

______ its owners were now living. Other cats may not travel so far but many (12) ______ on

going back to their old home. Pilsbury, an English cat, made a 13-kilometre journey back to its

former home 40 times in spite of having to cross several busy roads to (13) ______ so.

Pigeons also have the homing instinct and, ever (14) ______ ancient times, human beings have

used them to carry messages back home. However, cat owners, (15) ______ have to keep

returning to their old address in (16) ______ to bring their cat home, tend to find the homing

instinct simply irritating rather than useful or interesting!

Part 3

For questions 17-24, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the

lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Write your answers IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet.

Example:

The oldest house in Britain

It was warm, round, had a (0) ______ view of a lake and appears to

have been occupied for several hundred years. Welcome to the oldest

house in the UK, which was found with other fascinating relics (17)

______ at a site in North Yorkshire. These remains are transforming

our (18) ______ of how Britain’s earliest inhabitants lived.

The structure was 3.5 metres in (19) ______ and was supported by a

circle of wooden posts. Dark, decayed matter at the centre of the ruin

suggests the possibility of a roof entirely made of grasses. (20) ______

of the remains by scientists revealed that the building stood in 8,500

BC. It was (21) ______ thought that people living in Britain at this

time were nomadic with no fixed homes. But the (22) ______ of the

oldest known house provides clear (23) ______ that some of these

people built large permanent structures. Researchers of the site,

however, are (24) ______ about how long the house will remain the

‘oldest’ in the UK, because new finds are being made all the time.

FANTASY

NEAR

KNOW

WIDE

INVESTIGATE

ORIGIN

DISCOVER

EVIDENT

SURE
[来源:学.科.网Z.X.X.K]

Part 4

For questions 25-30, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first

sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and

five words, including the word given. Here is an example (0).

Example:

0 A very friendly taxi driver drove us into town.

DRIVEN

We ____________________ a very friendly taxi driver.

http://www.beidajiaoyu.org/


北达旗下北京中考网：Www.beidajiaoyu.org/zhongkao 北达中考全托家教辅导：010-62526900

北达全日制课程：中考复读 外地回京中考 名校目标班 品牌家教一对一中考培优

The gap can be filled by the words ‘were driven into town by’, so you write:

Example:

Write only the missing words IN CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet.

25 I haven’t decided what sort of job I’d like to do when I leave college.

MIND

I haven’t made ____________________ the sort of job I’d like to do when I leave college.

26 Tony never took any notice of the advice people gave him.

ATTENTION

Tony never ____________________ the advice people gave him.

27 Mary didn’t ring us last night because she knew we were going out.

WOULD

Mary ____________________ us last night if she hadn’t known we were going out.

28 I am planning to go to the football match, unless they cancel it because of the weather.

DUE

If the football match ____________________ the weather, I am planning to go to it.

29 Louise didn’t really feel like going out for a meal.

MOOD

Louise wasn’t really ____________________ going out for a meal.

30 ‘Last week, I unexpectedly met an old friend on the train’, said the man.

RUN

The man said that ____________________ an old friend on the train unexpectedly last week.

Part 5

You are going to read an article about a flight in a very fast aeroplane. For questions 31-36, choose

the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

My fastest ever plane ride

Reporter Matt Rudd goes on an extraordinary plane ride

In The Red Bull Air Race, twelve pilots take

it in turns to race through a series of pylons

between 15 and 25 metres high, negotiating

sharp turns, barrel rolls and loops on the

way, all at speeds of up to 370 km per hour.

I was invited to find out what it feels like to

take part.

An hour before the flight, I had to sign

two forms. The first confirmed that I was in

good health, the second that I would empty

all my pockets, because tiny objects can

the air squeeze out of my lungs. I looked up

at the horizon, tensed everything and

emitted short gasps as I sank down into the

seat. For a split second I weighed 6.2 times

my normal weight. And then we levelled

out. We turned another sharp left and dived,

leaving my stomach at 2,000 metres and my

lungs scrunched up on the roof of the plane.

Seconds later, we were 10 metres off the

ground, aiming for the alarmingly small

space between two pylons. They passed at

[来源:学科网]
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become very dangerous during the flight. I

also learnt that I would have to try to stay

orientated throughout. ‘The horizon is your

best friend,’ I was told, ‘the pilot will

explain in which direction you have to

look.’ I was also asked to promise that when

I was flying upside down, I would

‘completely relax. Try and enjoy the view.’

Half an hour before the flight, I had a safety

briefing in which I was told not, under any

circumstances, to touch anything.

By the time we were taxiing down the

runway, my legs up in front of me, feet

trying not to touch the incredibly important

steering pedals, hands trying not to rest on

any of the many important switches within

reach, my mind had made itself up. Ignoring

all instructions received, I would not relax

and enjoy the flight. This is the cruel

paradox of high-speed acrobatic flying. In

order to survive it without passing out, you

have to keep calm and focused. You have to

tense up at the right time and you have to

relax at the right time. Panicking is a bad

idea. None of this was of particular comfort

as we began accelerating down the runway.

Dario, the pilot, and I reached the end

of the runway. There we were in the Zivko

Edge 540, upsettingly one of the world’s

fastest acrobatic planes, ready to go. The

plane took off and two seconds later we

banked sharply to the right. It was an

instant, violent manoeuvre and I felt

400 km per hour but my whoop of

momentary excitement was stolen by a

sharp right turn. We hadn’t even done any

acrobatics yet.

For two minutes, I was allowed to fly

the plane, my hand shaking so much the

plane shook too... it’s that responsive. And

then after that Dario said something. And I

sa id, ‘Can you repeat that?’ But instead of

replying, he did a barrel roll, a full lateral

360° turn.

‘Are you okay?’

‘Yup.’

‘Have you had enough?’

‘No,’ I lied.

Then he did a loop, flying the plane up

and over, turning a full circle in the air.

Now, I am aware that many people would

find this exciting. The sort of people who

enjoy rollercoasters. However, I just thought

it was a bit much. At the top of the loop, as

we were flying upside down, I heard a small

voice shouting, ‘Relax, relax, look up.’ Then

I looked up and saw some fields.

The flight was over in 10 minutes. It

had been ‘soft’ compared to what the pilots

endure when they race. As if to illustrate the

point, Dario got out some sandwiches the

minute we landed and merrily tucked in. I

didn’t eat for hours and that night I did the

loop the loop over and over again in my

sleep.

line 55

line 56

line 59

line 71

31 How did Matt feel as the plane started moving along the runway?

A annoyed that there were so many rules to follow

B surprised that he had to sit in a rather awkward position

C convinced that he was going to be unable to behave as required

D anxious that he had not been adequately prepared for the experience

32 Why does Matt sayWe hadn’t even done any acrobatics yet in lines 55 and 56?

A to justify his impatience
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B to express his disappointment

C to explain why he felt so relieved

D to emphasise how apprehensive he felt

33 What does responsive mean in line 59?

A eager

B sensitive

C active

D helpful

34 In the fifth paragraph, Matt wants the pilot to think that

A he understands the technical terms.

B he needs a break.

C he is feeling fine.

D he had expected to roll.

35 What does it refer to in line 71?

A turning a full circle

B being aware

C finding this exciting

D enjoying rollercoasters

36 What is implied about the pilot in the final paragraph?

AHe finds Matt’s reaction amusing.

B He wants to demonstrate that he is tougher than Matt.

C He feels unusually hungry after the flight.

D He is completely unaffected by their experience.

Part 6

You are going to read an article about sleep and learning. Six sentences have been removed from

the article. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits each gap (37-42). There is one extra

sentence which you do not need to use.

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

College students need their sleep!

Research into the connection between sleep and learning suggests that sleep is even more

important than previously thought

Only a month and a half into her first semester at college, Liz, a student at Harvard University,

already wishes she had more time for sleep. Several mornings each week, Liz rises before six to

join her teammates for rowing practice. On days like these she seldom sleeps more than seven

hours per night, but it’s not as if she doesn’t try.

37 ______ She often misses opportunities to socialize in order to get her coursework done and still

get to bed at a reasonable time. Even without knowing just how important sleep is to learning, she

tries to make time for it.
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This is not always easy, however. The many demands on her time include her chosen sport, as well

as activities like studying optional extra subjects. 38 ______ She and other students who think the

same way as her sacrifice sleep to fit everything in. It isn’t surprising to learn, therefore, that

students represent one of the most sleep-deprived segments of the population. Coursework, sports

and new-found independence all contribute to the problem.

Studies have found that only eleven percent of college students sleep well consistently, while

seventy-three percent experience at least occasional sleep issues, as Liz does. Forty percent of

students felt well-rested no more than two days per week. Poor sleep is no longer considered a

harmless aspect of college. 39 ______ The results of this show that it has significant impact on

memory and learning.

Inadequate sleep negatively affects our learning processes. It is simply more difficult to

concentrate when we are sleep deprived; this affects our ability to focus on and gather information

presented to us, and our ability to remember even those things we know we have learned in the

past. 40 ______ That is, the effect that many sleep researchers think it has on memory

consolidation, the process by which connections in the brain strengthen and form into something

more permanent.

A number of studies have shown that poor quality sleep can negatively impact on a person’s

ability to turn factual information or processes they’ve just learned into long-term memories. 41

______ And if this opportunity is missed-such as when a student stays awake all night-it generally

can’t be made up. Even if sleep is ‘recovered’ on subsequent nights, the brain will be less able to

retain and make use of information gathered on the day before. These findings shed new light on

the importance of making time for sleep, not only for college students like Liz, but for anyone

who wants to continue to learn.

Early in her first semester at Harvard, Liz feels like she is maintaining a healthy balance, but only

just. Trying hard to get the most out of her time in college, she admits it’s sometimes hard to see

sleep as an important part of her athletic and scholastic objectives. 42 ______ Rather than thinking

of sleep as wasted time or even time off, we should, they say, instead view it as the time when our

brain is doing some of its most important work.

A Although it may seem unnecessary to do

these, Liz views them as essential.

E In fact, Liz’s behaviour is not at all like that

of other college students her age.

B It also has a less obvious but possibly even

more profound impact.

F But that’s exactly what many researchers

say it is.

C Liz knows that she must nevertheless do

her best to avoid it.

G Quite the opposite, actually, as research

into its effects progresses.

D Research suggests that the most critical

period of sleep for this to happen in is the

one on the same day.

Part 7

You are going to read an article in which four tourist guides talk about their work. For questions
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43-52, choose from the people (A-D). The people may be chosen more than once.

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

Which person

says that a guide must be able to react to unexpected events? 43

takes clients to a location which is starting to disappear? 44

had a sudden realisation that he wanted to be a guide? 45

says he can look back on his experiences with pleasure? 46

fulfilled a long-held ambition? 47

admits to taking tourists on the wrong trip? 48

lived close to where history was made? 49

enjoys seeing his clients1 sense of achievement? 50

criticises some of the people he guides? 51

mentions that his work changed someone’s life for the better? 52

Adventure guides

Four guides describe the benefits and drawbacks of taking tourists to some of the world’s most

scenic, beautiful but different terrain.

A Torfi from Iceland

The worst thing about being a guide in Iceland is when people haven’t bothered to bring the right

clothes for the weather. We like to say that there is no such thing as bad weather, only bad

equipment. I haven’t had any disasters but funny moments and blunders are endless: locking

myself out of the car in a mind-numbing blizzard, taking folks hiking over a mountain when the

schedule clearly said we should have been going rafting, being stranded on a glacier in a blizzard

with a broken-down car for 16 hours. This is a job that provides a stream of good memories and

friendship. The river Hvitá is my favourite place for white-water rafting. I’d also recommend a

visit to the glacier to hike across the ice-you won’t be able to do that for much longer as the ice is

melting at an alarming rate.

B Tulga from Mongolia

When I became a guide I had virtually no training at all, just a two-hour lecture about what not to

do. I had to learn from my mistakes. There were four Swiss people on my first trip. When I met

them, I said: ‘Hi guys.’ They gave me a strange look. I asked if there was anything wrong but they

said: ‘No, no problem.’ After two days, one of them explained, ‘Guys means “goats” in our

language.’ I felt terrible. On a later trip, clients were upset because they were meant to see an ice

gorge in the Gobi desert but our vehicle broke down and we didn’t get there so they demanded

half their money back. On a happier note, I once guided a family whose son had behavioural

problems, and the child improved so much during the trip that a documentary was made about him

called The Horse Boy.

C Ngima from Nepal

I used to watch the trekkers going through my village to the mountain peak situated just above it

and that made me want to become a guide. The house where I grew up was on the old trekking
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path to Everest base camp. This is the route Sir Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay took

to become the first people to climb Everest. We saw an inspiring video about them at school. On

my first job as a lead guide, as we crossed the difficult Tashi Lapsa pass we had very heavy

snowfall and one of our porters had to be rescued by helicopter because he got frostbite and

snow-blindness. We have many beautiful places in Nepal but my favourite trek is up Mera

Peak-from the summit you can see five mountains above 8,000m, including Everest.

D José from Peru

I was working in a factory when a school friend who was a river guide took me on an expedition.

The moment our boat set off down the river I knew I had found the job for me. After two months

of training, I guided my first group. Ten years later, one of my hands was badly damaged in an

accident so it was impossible for me to continue. My boss suggested I use my legs rather than my

arms, and this was the start of my life as a trek leader. You have to deal with lots of situations you

hadn’t anticipated would occur. There was the time when it snowed on the Inca Trail and the

combination of snow and sun made for blinding conditions. So we had to improvise sunglasses out

of the silver lining of our drinks boxes! I still love watching people’s reactions on arriving at the

summit of a high pass-it’s so much better to get there after a few hours’ walk than after a

comfortable car journey.

WRITING (1 hour 20 minutes)

Part 1

You must answer this question. Write your answer in 140-190 words in an appropriate style on the

separate answer sheet.

1 In your English class you have been talking about modern entertainment. Now, your English

teacher has asked you to write an essay.

Write an essay using all the notes and giving reasons for your point of view.

Some people say that young people can only entertain themselves in front of a screen. What do

you think?

Notes

Write about:

1. why screen entertainment is so popular

2. books and reading

3. ... (your own idea)

Part 2

Write an answer to one of the questions 2-4 in this part. Write your answer in 140-190 words in an

appropriate style on the separate answer sheet. Put the question number in the box at the top of

the answer sheet.

2 You have received an email from your English-speaking friend, Tom:

As you know, my mum and dad own a restaurant and want me to work there when I leave college.

However, I’m still really keen to be a journalist. What do you think I should do?
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Write your email.

3 Your local government wants to improve your town centre and make it better for local people.

Your college principal has asked students to write a report on the situation to send to the local

government. In your report you should:

● Describe some of the problems in the town centre

● Suggest, with reasons, what improvements should be made to solve these problems

Write your report.

4 You see this notice in an English-language magazine:

We’re looking for articles about good luck.

Write an article telling us about something lucky that happened to you and what effect this had.

Write your article.

LISTENING (approximately 40 minutes)

Part 1

You will hear people talking in eight different situations.

For questions 1-8, choose the best answer (A, B or C).

1 You hear part of an interview with a crime writer.

What does he say about his home town?

A It was a good background for the writing he does.

B He generally feel s uncomfortable returning there.

C People there tend to treat him differently now.

2 You hear a careers adviser talking to a woman who has applied for two jobs.

What suggestion does he make?

A find out more information about the first job

B withdraw the application for the second job

C ask the first company to be flexible

3 You hear a girl talking about a psychology textbook.

What does she say about it?

A It is not very interesting.

B It is good value for money.

C It is going to come in useful.

4 You hear the mother of a famous skier talking about a competition.

She says that her daughter

A expected to win the competition.

B didn’t tell her mother she was entering it.

C gave up her job to practise for it.

5 You hear a film director talking about the actors she works with.

How does she feel about the actors in her current film?

A She sympathises with their problems.

http://www.beidajiaoyu.org/


北达旗下北京中考网：Www.beidajiaoyu.org/zhongkao 北达中考全托家教辅导：010-62526900

北达全日制课程：中考复读 外地回京中考 名校目标班 品牌家教一对一中考培优

B She admires the sacrifices they make.

C She approves of their attitudes.

6 You hear a man talking about his first job interview.

How did he feel during the interview?

A confident that he was right for the job

B embarrassed because of the long silences

C relieved he could answer most of the questions

7 You hear two friends talking about a popular television programme.

What is the programme about?

A retirement

B cookery

C teaching

8 You hear two people talking about a place they have visited.

What kind of place is it?

A a museum

B a library

C a shop

Part 2

You will hear a girl called Laura Beamer talking about being a volunteer at a summer school for

7-14 year olds, which is called the Children’s University. For questions 9-18, complete the

sentences with a word or short phrase.

Volunteer at the Children’s University

The Children’s University was started by a ______ 9 five years ago.

The focus of this year’s Children’s University was the topic of ______ 10.

Laura’s partner was Mark, who works as a ______ 11 when he is not volunteering.

Laura’s group of volunteers gave some workshops about how ______ 12 is made.

Laura says the children had a booklet called a ‘______ 13’ which was stamped to show their

progress.

Laura and the children went to the graduation ceremony in the ______ 14 hall of the local

University.

Some children received a ______ 15 for attending a lot of workshops.

Laura said the scheme allowed her to develop skills such as ______ 16.

Laura will most probably become a ______ 17 in the future.

Laura says she can give people in her audience something called an ______ 18 for volunteers.

Part 3

You will hear five different people talking about why they have applied to go on a space journey

to the planet Mars. For questions 19-23, choose from the list (A-H) each speaker’s reason for

applying to go on the trip to Mars. Use the letters only once. There are three extra letters which
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you do not need to use.

A to discover new natural resources

B to learn new skills

Speaker 1 ______ 19

C to take advantage of a rare opportunity

Speaker 2 ______ 20

D to be involved in advancing scientific knowledge

Speaker 3 ______ 21

E to become a famous personality

Speaker 4 ______ 22

F to face an extreme challenge

Speaker 5 ______ 23

G to provide others with inspiration

H to be among the first to have the experience

Part 4

You will hear an interview with a man called Mark Phillips, who is talking about his work as a

potter. For questions 24-30, choose the best answer (A, B or C).

24 Why did pottery not appeal to Mark when he was younger?

A He was put off by his mother’s achievements.

B His many attempts always seemed to end in failure.

C He was too busy playing in a band to take an interest.

25 Why did Mark decide to take up pottery?

A His business wasn’t as successful as he wanted it to be.

B He saw how enjoyable pottery classes could be.

C He realised he needed to be more creative.

26 What did Mark say about being a student again?

A He missed having responsibility.

B He was made to feel that he was different.

C He felt physically challenged.

27 Mark describes the pots he makes as

A reflecting shapes in nature.

B objects that are to be used.

C similar to his mother’s in design.

28 What has surprised Mark about the pottery community?

A how supportive they have been to a newcomer

B how willing other potters are to share ideas

C how content they are with their lifestyle

29 What advice from his mother has Mark valued most?
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A to concentrate all his efforts on perfecting pottery

B to remember the skill of potters from the past

C to be realistic about the money-making possibilities of pottery

30 In the future, Mark says he would like to be able to

A develop some new colours for his pots.

B exhibit his pots in a gallery.

C explore different techniques for making pots.

SPEAKING (14 minutes)

You take the Speaking test with another candidate (possibly two candidates), referred to here as

your partner. There are two examiners. One will speak to you and your partner and the other will

be listening. Both examiners will award marks.

Part 1 (2 minutes)

The examiner asks you and your partner questions about yourselves. You may be asked about

things like ‘your home town’, ‘your interests’, ‘your career plans’, etc.

Part 2 (a one-minute ‘long turn’ for each candidate, plus a 30-second response from the second

candidate)

The examiner gives you two photographs and asks you to talk about them for one minute. The

examiner then asks your partner a question about your photographs and your partner responds

briefly.

Then the examiner gives your partner two different photographs. Your partner talks about these

photographs for one minute. This time the examiner asks you a question about your partner’s

photographs and you respond briefly.

Part 3 (4 minutes)

The examiner asks you and your partner to talk together. They give you a task to look at so you

can think about and discuss an idea, giving reasons for your opinion. For example, you may be

asked to think about some changes in the world, or about spending free time with your family.

After you have discussed the task for about two minutes with your partner, the examiner will ask

you a follow-up question, which you should discuss for a further minute.

Part 4 (4 minutes)

The examiner asks some further questions, which leads to a more general discussion of what you

have talked about in Part 3. You may comment on your partner’s answers if you wish.

Frames for the Speaking test

Test5

Note: In the examination, there will be both an assessor and an interlocutor in the room. The

visual material for Test 5 appears on pages Cl and C2 (Part 2), and C3 (Part 3).

Part 1 2 minutes (3 minutes for groups of three)

Interlocutor: Good morning/afternoon/evening. My name is ______ and this is my colleague

______.
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And your names are?

Can I have your mark sheets, please?

Thank you.

● Where are you from, (Candidate A)?

● And you, (Candidate B)?

First, we’d like to know something about you.

Select one or more questions from any of the following categories, as appropriate.

Travel

● Do you enjoy long journeys? (What do you do to pass the time?)

● Do you have to travel far every day? (Where do you have to go?)

● Do you prefer to travel by car or public transport? (Why?)

● Tell us about an interesting place you’ve travelled to.

Study or work

● What good memories do you have of school?

● Is there anything you would like to study in the future? (Why?)

● Have you ever had a part-time job? (What do/did you do? Do/Did you enjoy it?)

● Would you prefer to work for a big or small company? (Why?)

Sports and hobbies

● Do you prefer individual sports or team sports? (Why?)

● Which is the most popular sport in your country? (Why do you think it’s popular?)

● How much time do you spend listening to music? (What kind of music do you like?)

● Do you enjoy playing computer games in your free time? (Why?/Why not?)

Part 2 4 minutes (6 minutes for groups of three)

Guided tours

Doing exercise

Interlocutor: In this part of the test, I’m going to give each of you two photographs. I’d like you to

talk about your photographs on your own for about a minute, and also to answer a question about

your partner’s photographs.

(Candidate A), it’s your turn first. Here are your photographs. They show people going on

different guided tours.

Indicate the pictures on page Cl to the candidates.

I’d like you to compare the photographs, and say what you think the people are enjoying about

these guided tours.

All right?

Candidate A: [1 minute.]

Interlocutor: Thank you.

(Candidate B), would you like to visit either of these places? …… (Why?/Why not?)

Candidate B: [Approximately 30 seconds.]
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Interlocutor: Thank you.

Now, (Candidate B), here are your photograp hs. They show people doing exercise in different

ways.

Indicate the pictures on page C2 to the candidates.

I’d like you to compare the photographs, and say why the people have decided to exercise in these

ways.

All right?

Candidate B: [1 minute.]

Interlocutor: Thank you.

(Candidate A), which of these things would you prefer to do? …… (Why?)

Candidate A: [Approximately 30 seconds.]

Interlocutor: Thank you.

Parts 3 and 4 8 minutes (11 minutes for groups of three)

Part 3

Keeping up to date

Interlocutor: Now, I’d like you to talk about something together for about two minutes (3 minutes

for groups of three).

Many people say that it’s important to keep up to date with all the changes in the world. Here are

some things in the world that often change to think about and a question for you to discuss. First

you have some time to look at the task.

Indicate the text on page C3 to the candidates. Allow 15 seconds.

Now, talk to each other about which two things you think it’s most important to keep up to date

with.

Candidates: [2 minutes (3 minutes for groups of three).]

Interlocutor: Thank you. Now you have about a minute to decide what you think is the biggest

advantage of keeping up to date with all the changes in the world.

Candidates: [1 minute (for pairs and groups of three).]

Interlocutor: Thank you.

Part 4

Interlocutor: Use the following questions, in order, as appropriate:

● Some people say that we spend too much time checking for updates on social networking

websites. Do you agree? (Why?/Why not?)

Select any of the following prompts, as appropriate:

● What do you think?

● Do you agree?

● And you?

● Do you think the best way to keep up to date with changes in the world is to watch television?

(Why?/Why not?)
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● Some people say the world is changing so fast that we can’t keep up to date with everything. Do

you agree? (Why?/Why not?)

● How important is it for people to have change in their lives?

● Some people don’t like it when things change. Why do you think that is?

● Do you think people these days are only interested in new things and ignore history and

tradition? (Why?/Why not?)

Marks and results

Reading and Use of English

Candidates record their answers on a separate answer sheet. One mark is given for each correct

answer in Parts 1, 2, 3 and 7. For Part 4, candidates are awarded a mark of 2, 1 or 0 for each

question according to the accuracy of their response. Correct spelling is required in Parts 2, 3 and

4. Two marks are given for each correct answer in Parts 5 and 6.

Candidates will receive separate scores for Reading and for Use of English. The total marks

candidates achieve for each section are converted into a score on the Cambridge English Scale.

These are equally weighted when calculating the overall score on the scale (an average of the

individual scores for the four skills and Use of English).

Writing

Examiners look at four aspects of your writing: Content, Communicative Achievement,

Organisation and Language.

● Content focuses on how well you have fulfilled the task, in other words if you have done what

you were asked to do.

● Communicative Achievement focuses on how appropriate the writing is for the letter or story

and whether you have used the appropriate register.

● Organisation focuses on the way you put the piece of writing together, in other words if it is

logical and ordered, and the punctuation is correct.

● Language focuses on your vocabulary and grammar. This includes the range of language as well

as how accurate it is.

For each of the subscales, the examiner gives a maximum of 5 marks. Examiners use the

following assessment scale:

B2 Content Communicative

Achievement

Organisation Language

5 All content is

relevant to the task.

Target reader is fully

informed.

Uses the

conventions of the

communicative task

effectively to hold

the target reader’s

attention and

communicate

Text is well

organised and

coherent, using a

variety of cohesive

devices and

organisational

patterns to generally

Uses a range of

vocabulary,

including less

common lexis,

appropriately.

Uses a range of

simple and complex

http://www.beidajiaoyu.org/


北达旗下北京中考网：Www.beidajiaoyu.org/zhongkao 北达中考全托家教辅导：010-62526900

北达全日制课程：中考复读 外地回京中考 名校目标班 品牌家教一对一中考培优

straightforward and

complex ideas, as

appropriate.

good effect. grammatical forms

with control and

flexibility.

Occasional errors

may be present but

do not impede

communication.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

3 Minor irrelevances

and/or omissions

may be present.

Target reader is on

the whole informed.

Uses the

conventions of the

communicative task

to hold the target

reader’s attention

and communicate

straightforward

ideas.

Text is generally

well organised and

coherent, using a

variety of linking

words and cohesive

devices.

Uses a range of

everyday vocabulary

appropriately, with

occasional

inappropriate use of

less common lexis.

Uses a range of

simple and some

complex

grammatical forms

with a good degree

of control.

Errors do not impede

communication.

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3.

1 Irrelevances and

misinterpretation of

task may be present.

Target reader is

minimally informed.

Uses the

conventions of the

communicative task

in generally

appropriate ways to

communicate

straightforward

ideas.

Text is connected

and coherent, using

basic linking words

and a limited

number of cohesive

devices.

Uses everyday

vocabulary generally

appropriately, while

occasionally

overusing certain

lexis.

Uses simple

grammatical forms

with a good degree

of control.

While errors are

noticeable, meaning

can still be

determined.

0 Content is totally Performance below Band 1.
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irrelevant.

Target reader is not

informed.

Length of responses

Make sure you write the correct number of words. Responses which are too short may not have an

adequate range of language and may not provide all the information that is required. Responses

which are too long may contain irrelevant content and have a negative effect on the reader.

Varieties of English

You are expected to use a particular variety of English with some degree of consistency in areas

such as spelling, and not for example switch from using a British spelling of a word to an

American spelling of the same word.

Writing sample answers and examiner’s comments.

The following pieces of writing have been selected from students’ answers. The samples relate to

tasks in Tests 5-8. Explanatory notes have been added to show how the bands have been arrived at.

Sample A (Test 5, Question 1-Essay)

Nowadays empty playgrounds and pitches are commonly seen, whereas electronic shops are

crowded and filled with groups of parents, who want to buy their children an entertainment. A

modern way to entertain young people starts to get a brand new meaning, which is being

shortened up to electronic gadgets. Do we participate in the new era of entertainment?

Some people started to argue that these days relationships, who have children, spend much time to

each carriers, regardless taking care of their children. From the very beginning of young life, the

youths receive mobile phones, computers, playstations etc. from parents. They want to take off

additional pressure and weight and choose the easiest way. On the other hand, parents are

obligated to work hard in terms of financial situation and it is hard to make ends meet.

What is more, modern entertainment creates a significant risk for impaired social relations. The

more time you spend in front of a screen, the less sociable you become and they frequently fall

into mental disorders.

To sum up, I think that young people’s entertainment is a real social danger. We have to sacrifice

an enough amount of time to our children, unless it is not too late.

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 4 All content is relevant to the task. We learn about the causes and

consequences of too much screen time, with detailed examples and

explanations. The second content point, about books and reading, is not

discussed and so the target reader is not fully informed.

Communicative

Achievement

4 The conventions of essay writing are used effectively to communicate

straightforward ideas. There is some attempt at expressing more

complex ideas, although the language used is not always completely
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effective. The tone and register are appropriate and hold the target

reader’s attention.

Organisation 3 The text is generally well organised and coherent, making effective use

of paragraphing for each new point. A variety of linking words and

cohesive devices is used with reasonable success to connect ideas.

Language 3 A range of everyday vocabulary and some less common lexis (brand

new; gadgets; make ends meet; impaired social relations; mental

disorders; sacrifice) is used appropriately. There is a range of simple

and some more complex grammatical forms used with a good degree of

control. There are some errors with less common lexis (shortened up to;

relationships ... who have children) and grammatical structures (verb

forms; sacrifice an enough amount of time), but these do not impede

communication.

Sample B (Test 5, Question 3-Report)

The aim of this report, is to provide an overview of some problem s in the Pascani’s centre and to

suggest what improvements should be made.

The already existing problems include the fact that there is no big shopping mall, just some little

shops with aliments or clothes. The parking zone is also quite small and, as it is located in front of

the Central Hotel, there is no space for all the cars. Not to mention the low level of cleanness

around the zone where you can’t even go for a walk.

It seems like the town centre has a lot of problems regarding its place. My recommendations are

the following:

● building a new shopping centre which includes a variety of products and activities.

● enlarging the parking zone, so there will be more space for cars and for leisure activities of the

young men too.[来源:学|科|网]

● cleaning up the zone and introducing recycle bins for the garbage

In the light of my suggestions, I strongly believe that these are the best methods of raising the

pedestrians view of city.

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 5 All content is relevant and the target reader would be fully informed.

The report describes several problems and suggests a range of solutions,

giving reasons for why these would help improve the situation.

Communicative

Achievement

4 The report has been written using the conventions of the genre, for

example a clear introduction and conclusion and an objective and

formal tone. Straightforward facts are supported by examples and

explanations and bullet points are used to draw the reader’s attention to

key recommendations.
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Organisation 4 The report is well organised and coherent, with effective use of

paragraphing and punctuation to separate the key points. It makes use

of a variety of cohesive devices to connect ideas within and across

sentences and paragraphs.

Language 4 There is a range of task-specific vocabulary used appropriately (an

overview of some problems; My recommendations are the following;

enlargin g the parking zone; In the light of my suggestions). There is a

range of simple and more complex grammatical forms used with

control. There are minimal errors and these do not impede.

Sample C (Test 6, Question 3-Review)

My favourite TV series has to be Sherlock. It’s an exciting and entertaining series based on short

stories written by Arthur Connan Doyle.

The series displays how it would have been, had Sherlock Holmes lived in our modern era.

Sherlock, the main character, is a consulting detective who offers help to desperate people who

need to quickly find or recover something or someone. He often helps the advises the police forces

of London to aid them when they’re stuck with a caae. His role in this British series is played by

Benedict Cumberbetch. He always travels with his faithful companion, Dr. Henry Watson, who is

played by Martin Freeman.

I love this series mainly because it’s fun, while still remaining thrilling and mysterious. It has

many references to the original novels and stories and manages to touch modern day problems as

well. The only downside is that there are currently only 9 episodes within 3 series each being

roughly about an hour and a half long.

I’d recommend Sherlock to anyone who’s at least a little interested in the original books or who

just likes detective stories with a tint of contemporary British humour.

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 5 All content is relevant to the task and the target reader would be fully

informed. We learn about the series, what the writer likes about it and

who they would recommend it to.

Communicative

Achievement

4 The conventions of review writing are used effectively to communicate

straightforward and some more complex ideas, for example the

well-controlled summary of what the series is about in the second

paragraph. The persuasive tone holds the reader’s attention throughout.

Organisation 4 The text is well organised and coherent and makes use of a variety of

suitable cohesive devices to introduce and connect the main points

within and across sentences.

Language 5 There is a range of suitable, natural vocabulary, including less common

lexis (a consulting detective; stuck with a case; faithful companion;
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downside) used appropriately. There is a range of simple and complex

grammatical forms used with control. There are only occasional slips.

Sample D (Test 6, Question 4-Letter)

Petrozavodsk

Russia

Dear Isobel,

I have found you advertisment and would like to recommend myself as a guide to show

Petrozavodsk.

I know the town very well, because I often go for a walk with my friends, drive across town with

my father and attend meetings in different parts of Petrozavodsk. I can easily explain you where is

an object which you are interested in. You should only ask me what do you need: some street,

monument, shop, cinema, club, cafe, park, hospital, museum and so on.

Where are a lot of places where the students can stay. For example, they will be able to stay at one

of hotels. But in my opinion such kind of accomodation can be quite expensive, because the

students are coming fora week. So, I think it is possible to stay in the rooms for students of local

university.

I have been studying English for more than 10 years at school and attended extra classes, so my

level of knowing the language is quite hard. You can hardly imagine how much hospitable and

friendly people are living in our town, so I hope that your tour would be very useful and exciting.

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 4 The target reader would be informed, but not fully. We learn a lot about

why the writer would be suitable for the job and a little about places to

visit in the town, but this point is underdeveloped and there is some

irrelevance about accommodation in the third paragraph.

Communicative

Achievement

4 The conventions of formal letter writing have been used effectively,

despite the issues with opening and closing greetings, to hold the target

reader’s attention throughout. Straightforward ideas are expressed

clearly and in a consistently formal and polite tone.

Organisation 3 The text is generally well organised and coherent with clear

paragraphing, a variety of cohesive devices and a limited range of

linking words.

Language 4 There is a range of vocabulary used appropriately, with only occasional

slips with spelling and word choice (advertisment; accomodation; my

level... is quite hard). There is a range of simple and some more

complex grammatical forms used with control. There are a few errors,

but these do not impede communication.

Sample E (Test 7, Question 3-Letter of application)
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Dear Mr. Nick Jones,

I had been searching for a job when i discovered the advertisment in the local newpaper, in which

you were offering a post at your holiday club.

I am an eighteen year-old student at King’s College and I have a part-time job at the local library,

as an assistant. In the last three years, I have been attending English courses and I have achieved a

high score at an exam involving the language.

Since I started highschool, I have always enjoyed helping children in need. I was usually

participating in children’s parties as a helper, but I was also caring for the one’s in the street by

giving them food and by giving advice whenever they needed it.

I love children and I do my best to make them happy. I am comunicative, hard-working and

patient.

In the end, I think I will manage with the challenges this job may offer. I inclose my curriculum

vitae and a photography. I am looking forward to your reply!

yours sincerely,

Satefan Pasoi

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 5 All content is relevant to the task and the target reader would be fully

informed. The reader learns in detail about the writer’s experience of

working with children and their knowledge of English.

Communicative

Achievement

4 The conventions of formal letters of application are used generally

effectively to communicate straightforward ideas. The tone is

consistently formal and ideas are expressed clearly and persuasively to

hold the target reader’s attention throughout. Greater control and range

of key language of letters of application, for example closing statements

and greetings, would improve the overall effect on the reader.

Organisation 4 The text is well organised and coherent, making effective use of a

variety of cohesive devices to introduce and connect ideas. There are

good examples of internal cohesion, particularly in the third paragraph.

Paragraphing is used effectively to present each key point.

Language 4 There is a range of topic-specific vocabulary which is generally used

well (an exam involving the language; helping children in need; as a

helper) and a range of simple and some more complex grammatical

forms is used with a good degree of control. There are some errors, for

example the inappropriate use of the exclamation mark, with spelling

and the choice of past tense, but these do not impede communication.

Sample F (Test 7, Question 4-Article)

I think you would agree that ambition has a big influance on our lifes. But what really mean to be
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ambitious? How important is ambition in a daily life?

From my point of view it is very hard to talk about ambition. I have many ambitions. I want to be

well-educated and sporty. I believe that these aims are good for me because I have to try to

achieve them all the time. They make that I am not a lazy person. Good ambitions do not let us

stop working and learning.

But what happen when we are too ambitious? I know many people who think that their ambitions,

ideas and aims are the most important think in their life. It is a beautiful idea but we have to know

where is the border. We cannot forget about other people when we are intending to achieve our

ambition we must remember to stay a human for example, I spend a lot of time learning but I often

prefer to go for a trip with my parents even if I will get a bad mark.

To sum up, ambition is very important in my life but I know there are many things which I value

more like my family. I want to achieve my ambitions but it would not be a big loss for me do not

do it.

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 3 The target reader is on the whole informed despite minor irrelevance

and omissions. We learn about what ambition means to the writer and,

briefly, about the writer’s own ambitions. Details about how the writer

intends to achieve their ambitions have been omitted and there is some

irrelevance in the paragraph on problems with being too ambitious.

Communicative

Achievement

4 The conventions of writing an article are used effectively to

communicate ideas using an engaging tone. The use of rhetorical

questions and the balance between general statements and personal

opinions hold the reader’s attention throughour.

Organisation 3 The text is generally well organised and coherent with a clear

introduction and logical development of the topic, making use of

paragraphs, a variety of linking words and some cohesive devices, such

as referencing and substitution. Some attempt is made at connecting

ideas in longer sentences, for example the final sentence of the third

paragraph.

Language 3 A range of everyday vocabulary suitable for the task is used

appropriately (well-educated; sporty; intending to achieve; it would not

be a big loss). There is a range of simple and some more complex

grammatical forms used with a good degree of control. Some errors

with lexis and sentence structure are present, but they do not impede

communication.

Sample G (Test 8, Question 1-Essay)

A very common topic that is being discussed nowadays is wether schools should teach subjects
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that some may consider useless later in life. A clear example is history, since it is quite difficult to

learn and does not help us in day-to-day activities.

However, many people do not realize the importance of it or that it affects our lives today. For

example, our political system would not be this way if it weren’t for the Ancient Greeks,

numerous politicians and wars who helped shape democracy and our constitution. Yet it is still

thought that it’s useless.

In addition, it is very important that we never forget about our past since we must know where we

were standing years ago. Moreover, there are some things, such as World War II, that we have to

remember to prevent them from happening again. We should also know where we we were

standing a century ago: our origins, our identity. The more you learn about your ethnicity, the

better.

All in all, I think that it is extremely important to learn about one’s own country’s history. Anyone

who gets the chance to do this should not waste it, since they are very fortunate to have this

opportunity.

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 5 All content is relevant to the task and the target reader is fully informed.

The first two points have been discussed together in detail and a third

point, about origins and identity, has been included.

Communicative

Achievement

5 The conventions of essay writing have been used effectively to discuss

the issues in an informed manner. Straightforward and some more

complex ideas, for example the point about the Ancient Greeks and the

closing statement, are communicated using an engaging tone which is

suitable for a wide audience and which holds the reader’s attention

throughout.

Organisation 5 The text is well organised and coherent and makes effective use of a

variety of cohesive devices to skilfully connect ideas both within and

across sentences and paragraphs. Some organisational patterns are used

to good effect, for example the parallel short statements ending the third

and fourth paragraphs.

Language 5 There is a range of vocabulary, including less common lexis (numerous

politicians; shape democracy and our constitution; our origins, our

identity; your ethnicity) used appropriately. There is a range of simple

and complex grammatical forms used with control and flexibility.

Errors, mainly related to less common lexis, are minimal.

Sample H (Test 8, Question 3-Email)

Dear Susan,

I think you know from the start that this subject may be inappropriate to discuss with me, but since
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we are best friends, I accept.

If I were you, I would spend it all on an amazing holiday with my friends where you can do fun

things and maybe meat someone special.

I am not sure what you a re supposed to do with the money, but I can help you find the best

solution. You must think simultaniously at both advantages and disadvantages. If you give your

money to your parents, you would loose the benefits from it, but you could also help them.

I suggest you put it in your bank account and wait until celebrities can show up at your door, so

that you can photograph them and be well-known.

There are a lot of money, so think carefully which is the best solution. You can also contact me or

meat face-to-face if you need.

Therefore, you can benefit from it if you are wise and rational

Yours,

Andrea

Scales Mark Commentary

Content 5 All content is relevant to the task and the target reader is fully informed.

All options are considered in detail and a clear viewpoint is presented.

Communicative

Achievement

3 The conventions of writing an informal email are used to communicate

straightforward advice. A friendly, natural tone is used throughout to

hold the target reader’s attention.

Organisation 3 The text is generally well organised and coherent. Ideas are introduced

and connected mainly at sentence level using a variety of linking words

and some cohesive devices.

Language 3 Everyday vocabulary is used appropriately, with some attempt at less

common lexis (may be inappropriate; simultaniously; show up at your

door; wise and rational). There is a range of simple grammatical forms

used appropriately and with a good degree of control. Errors, mainly

with spelling, do not impede communication.

Listening

One mark is given for each correct answer. The total mark is converted into a score on the

Cambridge English Scale for the paper. In Part 2, minor spelling errors are allowed, provided that

the candidate’s intention is clear.

For security reasons, several versions of the Listening paper are used at each administration of the

examination. Before grading, the performance of the candidates in each of the versions is

compared and marks adjusted to compensate for any imbalance in levels of difficulty.

Speaking

Throughout the test candidates are assessed on their own individual performance and not in

relation to the other candidate. They are assessed on their language skills, not on their personality,
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intelligence or knowledge of the world. Candidates must, however, be prepared to develop the

conversation and respond to the tasks in an appropriate way.

Candidates are awarded marks by two examiners: the assessor and the interlocutor. The assessor

awards marks by applying performance descriptors from the Analytical Assessment scales for the

following criteria:

Grammar and Vocabulary

This refers to the accurate use of grammatical forms and appropriate use of vocabulary. It also

includes the range of language.

Discourse Management

This refers to the extent, relevance and coherence of each candidate’s contributions. Candidates

should be able to construct clear stretches of speech which are easy to follow. The length of their

contributions should be appropriate to the task, and what they say should be related to the topic

and the conversation in general.

Pronunciation

This refers to the intelligibility of contributions at word and sentence levels. Candidates should be

able to produce utterances that can easily be understood, and which show control of intonation,

stress and individual sounds.

Interactive Communication

This refers to the ability to use language to achieve meaningful communication. Candidates should

be able to initiate and respond appropriately according to the task and conversation, and also to

use interactive strategies to maintain and develop the communication whilst negotiating towards

an outcome.

B2
Grammar and

Vocabulary

Discourse

Management
Pronunciation

Interactive

Communication

5

● Shows a good

degree of control of

a range of simple

and some complex

grammatical forms.

● Uses a range of

appropriate

vocabulary to give

and exchange views

on a wide range of

familiar topics.

● Produces

extended stretches

of language with

very little hesitation.

● Contributions are

relevant and there is

a clear organisation

of ideas.

● Uses a range of

cohesive devices

and discourse

markers.

● Is intelligible.

● Intonation is

appropriate.

● Sentence and

word stress is

accurately placed.

● Individual sounds

are articulated

clearly.

● Initiates and

responds

appropriately,

linking

contributions to

those of other

speakers.

● Maintains and

develops the

interaction and

negotiates towards

an outcome.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

3 ● Shows a good ● Produces ● Is intelligible. ● Initiates and

http://www.beidajiaoyu.org/


北达旗下北京中考网：Www.beidajiaoyu.org/zhongkao 北达中考全托家教辅导：010-62526900

北达全日制课程：中考复读 外地回京中考 名校目标班 品牌家教一对一中考培优

degree of control of

simple grammatical

forms, and attempts

some complex

grammatical forms.

● Uses a range of

appropriate

vocabulary to give

and exchange views

on a range of

familiar topics.

extended stretches

of language despite

some hesitation.

● Contributions are

relevant and there is

very little repetition.

● Uses a range of

cohesive devices.

● Intonation is

generally

appropriate.

● Sentence and

word stress is

generally accurately

placed.

● Individual sounds

are generally

articulated clearly.

responds

appropriately.

● Maintains and

develops the

interaction and

negotiates towards

an outcome with

very little support.

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3.

1

● Shows a good

degree of control of

simple grammatical

forms.

● Uses a range of

appropriate

vocabulary when

talking about

everyday situations.

● Produces

responses which are

extended beyond

short phrases,

despite hesitation.

● Contributions are

mostly relevant,

despite some

repetition.

● Uses basic

cohesive devices.

● Is mostly

intelligible , and has

some control of

phonological

features at both

utterance and word

levels.

● Initiates and

responds

appropriately.

● Keeps the

interaction going

with very little

prompting and

support.

0 Performance below Band 1.

The interlocutor awards a mark for overall performance using a Global Achievement scale.

B2 Global Achievement

5

● Handles communication on a range of familiar topics, with very little hesitation.

● Uses accurate and appropriate linguistic resources to express ideas and produce

extended discourse that is generally coherent.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

3

● Handles communication on familiar topics, despite some hesitation.

● Organises extended discourse but occasionally produces utterances that lack coherence,

and some inaccuracies and inappropriate usage occur.

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3.

1

● Handles communication in everyday situations, despite hesitation.

● Constructs longer utterances but is not able to use complex language except in

well-rehearsed utterances.

0 Performance below Band 1.
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Assessment for Cambridge English: First is based on performance across all parts of the rest, and

is achieved by applying the relevant descriptors in the assessment scales.

Test 5 Key

Reading and Use of English (1 hour 15 minutes)

Part 1

1 D 2 A 3 C 4 B 5 D 6 A 7 B 8 B

Part 2

9 after 10 though 11 where 12 carry/keep 13 do 14 since 15 who 16 order

Part 3

17 nearby 18 knowledge 19 width 20 investigation(s) 21 originally

22 discovery 23 evidence 24 unsure

Part 4

25 up my MIND | about OR my MIND up | about

26 paid (any/the slightest/the least/much) ATTENTION | to

27 WOULD have | rung/called/(tele)phoned

28 isn’t/not cancelled | DUE to

29 in the MOOD | for

30 he’d/he had | RUN into

Part 5

31 C 32 D 33 B 34 C 35 A 36 D

Part 6

37 E 38 A 39 G 40 B 41 D 42 F

Part 7

43 D 44 A 45 D 46 A 47 C 48 A 49 C 50 D 51 A 52 B

Writing (1 hour 20 minutes)

Candidate responses are marked using the assessment scale on pages 107-108.

Listening (approximately 40 minutes)

Part 1

1 A 2 C 3 C 4 B 5 C 6 A 7 B 8 A

Part 2

9 (local) charity 10 industry 11 lawyer 12 chocolate 13 passport 14 concert

15 (gold) medal (each) 16 problem-solving/solving problems 17 social worker

18 information pack

Part 3

19 D 20 H 21 F 22 G 23 C

Part 4

24 A 25 C 26 C 27 B 28 A 29 B 30 C

Transcript This is the Cambridge English: First Listening Test. Test Five.
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1 am going to give you the instructions for this test. I shall introduce each part of the test and give

you time to look at the questions. At the start of each piece you will hear this sound:

tone

You will hear each piece twice.

Remember, while you are listening, write your answers on the question paper. You will have five

minutes at the end of the test to copy your answers onto the separate answer sheet.

There will now be a pause. Please ask any questions now, because you must not speak during the

test.

[pause]

Now open your question paper and look at Part One.

[pause]

PART 1 You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1 to 8, choose the

best answer (A, B or C).

Question 1 You hear part of an interview with a crime writer.

[pause]

tone

Interviewer: You came from quite a tough town, didn’t you?

Man: Yes, I did. The experiences I had living there, the people I know, the lessons I had to learn

growing up have stood me in good stead for the kind of life I’ve chosen. I’m streetwise as a result

of all that and I feel equipped to write the crime novels that I’m known for. I definitely haven’t

lived a sheltered life. I still have to go back there a lot to see family. Luckily, as a writer, my face

isn’t that well known. It’s not as if I’m a celebrity with my name on the cover of every magazine.

[pause]

tone

[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

Question 2 You hear a careers advisor talking to a woman who has applied for two jobs.

[pause]

tone

Woman: I’ve been for two job interviews and I’ve been offered the first job. I’d prefer the second

one but I haven’t heard from the company yet. What should I do?

Advisor: It’s difficult to make the right decision if you don’t have all the information to hand. I’d

explain to the first employer that you’re very pleased to have been offered the job but some other

organisations haven’t been in touch with you yet. Ask them if it’s possible to have a bit more time

before you decide. Hopefully, they’ll be understanding. Just remember that there could be legal

consequences if you accept the first job in writing and then turn it down!

[pause]

tone
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[The recording is repeated.]

Question 3 You hear a girl talking about a psychology text book.

[pause]

tone

Well I was quite excited when I finally found this psychology book, because I need it for my

assignment. It was hardly cheap, and I know I could get a lot of the information in it for free

online, but I still think it was worth getting my own copy of it. It has such clear explanations-I

probably won’t find anything else as useful. Some books like this can turn out to be pretty boring,

I know, but I just don’t believe this one will. And it’s no more expensive than any of the other

coursebooks I have to buy.

[pause]

tone

[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

Question 4 You hear the mother of a famous skier talking about a competition.

[pause]

tone

Well, I don’t know who was more surprised, Kelly or me, that she’d won. She didn’t start skiing

until she was fourteen so she was quite a late starter really. She went to work in a restaurant in

Austria in the year before she went to university and went skiing every day after work. I tried to

get in touch with her one day at the restaurant and couldn’t-she’d left apparently. Then a couple of

days later, she phoned me and said, “Guess what? I’ve got a new job in a different restaurant, but

more importantly, I’ve just won the junior skiing championship!”. I couldn’t believe it!

[pause]

tone

[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

Question 5 You hear a film director talking about the actors she works with.

[pause]

tone

I have to say, having also worked on some very big-budget films, there are all sorts of advantages

to working on a small project like this one. Everyone shares a common goal. Actors always have

three reasons to act. The first is to make money for their family, the second is to do good work and

the third is to get their name in lights. The main actors, Chris and Fiona, are already big names in

showbusiness. I don’t think they’re short of money either. No, they’re doing this because they’re

totally committed to the project.

[pause]

tone
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[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

Question 6 You hear a man talking about his first job interview.

[pause]

tone

I’d read everything I could about the company and referred to a lot of it in my interview. I wanted

the interviewer to know how much research I’d done and how much I wanted the job and I’d

thought about what an interviewer would want to know about me based on what I could offer.

Deep down I knew I’d be a great match. In the interview there was a long silence after one

question I was asked but I knew it was important not to say the first thing that came into my head.

I did say a few embarrassing things but I just moved on.

[pause]

tone

[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

Question 7 You hear two friends talking about a popular television programme.

[pause]

tone

Man: Did you watch that programme last night on Channel Two?

Woman: Yeah. It’s hard to believe Helen Jenkins is seventy-five years old, isn’t it? Most people

give up work well before then and she still seems to be on TV all the time!

Man: I know! I think it’s because she’s such a good communicator and she’s come into her own,

hasn’t she, with the move away from complicated cuisine towards the simple, budget-friendly

family stuff. It’s very much in keeping with the times, isn’t it?

Woman: Yes, but I still haven’t learnt to do it myself.

[pause]

tone

[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

Question 8 You hear two people talking about a place they have visited.

[pause]

tone

Woman: I loved the architecture, didn’t you?

Man: Yeah, it was so unusual-I mean when you think of what’s being put up in cities

nowadays-you know, all the shopping centres and places, then you wonder whether anyone

actually bothers to design buildings like that anymore.

Woman: That’s right, and it’s just so quiet and peaceful in there-you could really take time to look

at all the objects on display. I loved those rare fifteenth-century books! So different from anything
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you could ever buy.

Man: Yeah, me too. I’m going to read up on those now, in fact. There’ll be something about them

on the internet, or maybe a book I can borrow.

[pause]

tone

[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

That is the end of Part One.

Now turn to Part Two.

[pause]

PART 2 You will hear a girl called Laura Beamer talking about being a volunteer at a summer

school for seven to fourteen year olds, which is called the Children’s University. For questions 9 to

18, complete the sentences with a word or short phrase.

You now have forty-five seconds to look at Part Two.

[pause]

tone

I’m here today to talk about a wonderful project I’ve been involved in this summer called the

Children’s University. It’s run every day for local children aged from seven to fourteen by a team

of parents, teachers, students and local employers. It was originally set up by a local charity and

has been running for the last five years.

The aim of the Children’s University is to inspire children and foster a love of learning. It sounds

rather grand I know, but it was amazing to watch the children working so enthusiastically on all

the various projects. This year the topic and overall theme was industry, building on previous

years’ themes such as culture and science.

Each volunteer on the scheme was partnered with another with a different background. I was

paired up with Mark, who was fantastic at motivating the children. He was a natural teacher and

the children really loved him. Not exactly what you’d expect from a lawyer! I’m a student at

university doing biology so we couldn’t have been more different!

The workshop material was written by the volunteers. I was in a group of six who taught a series

of workshops on manufacturing in our city called Making Chocolate. The workshop included

taking the children to visit the local factory and we even had a tasting session! Other groups did

things like making their own furniture and baking bread.

Each child had their own booklet which was stamped when they’d successfully finished a project.

This was known by everybody as their ‘passport’. The children were very competitive and were

always comparing to see who’d collected the most stamps. It really seemed to be much more

effective in encouraging the children to do more workshops than last year when group leaders

simply signed their notebook each time they did a workshop.

At the end of the Children’s University we held a graduation ceremony in the city’s real university.
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This was held in the Concert Hall and was very exciting for the children. They all wore graduation

caps and gowns. And afterwards, everyone went to the dining hall for the official photos and

refreshments. It was just like a proper graduation ceremony and the children and their parents

loved it.

Every child that attended the Children’s University was awarded a certificate. In addition, the

children who had attended the most workshops received a gold medal each. Some had been to as

many as forty workshops over the summer!

The main benefit for me of volunteering for the Children’s University was learning from the other

volunteers because many of them were older than me and more experienced. For example, I had

ample opportunity to practise problem-solving and became much better at it. It’s a useful skill that

I can use in the workplace when I graduate.

Another benefit is that it gave me the opportunity to work with children. I’d been undecided about

whether to become a teacher or a social worker. While I loved helping the children learn, the

experience has confirmed that what I most want to do is help children and their families in our

community who are having difficulties.

I think that having worked on the Children’s University should definitely help me after I graduate

and want to start my career beca use I can show that I’ve got experience of working closely with

children. I’m definitely going to do it again next summer.

If you think this kind of work is for you, and would like to register for next summer, come and ask

me for an information pack after this talk. When you’re sure it’s what you want to do, you can

download an application form from the Children’s University website.

[pause]

Now you will hear Part Two again.

[Teacher, repeat the track now.]

[pause]

That is the end of Part Two.

Now turn to Part Three.

[pause]

PART 3 You will hear five different people talking about why they have applied to go on a space

journey to the planet Mars. For questions 19 to 23, choose front the list (A to H) each speaker’s

reason for applying to go on the trip to Mars. Use the letters only once. There are three extra

letters which you do not need to use.

You now have thirty seconds to look at Part Three.

[pause]

tone

Speaker 1

When they went to the moon, they brought back samples of moon rock that turned out to be really

important in various fields of physics and chemistry. That’s the main thing for me really-what we
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can gain from going to Mars. I don’t know exactly what kind of person they’re looking for but I’d

be gutted if I’m not it! I don’t think they want celebrities or anyone like that. They want people

who are really committed to space travel, like me. I studied astronomy at university and I’ve been

fascinated by it ever since.

[pause]

Speaker 2

To me, the chance to go somewhere no one else has ever been, a planet completely different from

the one that every person who has ever lived has known, clinched it for me. Of course, leaving my

family will be hard but there will be regular video and computer links for personal use in space, so

it’ll be OK. There are lots of theories about how life may once have existed on Mars-but I don’t

know too much about that. I do think that I’ll see the Earth and all the people on it differently once

I’ve seen it from space. It’ll be so inspiring.

[pause]

Speaker 3

I think it takes a particular type of person to even consider a trip to Mars. And I don’t mean you

have to have a brilliant scientific mind, or anything like that. You have to be someone who wants

to push themselves to the limit. That’s exactly the sort of person I am, and that’s why this

adventure appeals to me. I’ve also got some very useful practical skills, because I’m a mech anical

engineer. So I think I’d be able to contribute a lot to the team.

[pause]

Speaker 4

I think it’ll have such a huge impact on the whole world. It’s an amazing opportunity to make

scientific discoveries. For me though, it’s about providing young people with positive role models

and this project will really catch their imagination. It shouldn’t be about wanting your name in

lights or doing something no one else has done before. Yes, it’ll be scary but I trust the people who

have the knowledge to keep us safe. The most difficult thing for me will be going without fresh

fruit and vegetables.

[pause]

Speaker 5[来源:学*科*网]

I’ve always dreamt of travelling into space but of course I know it won’t be easy. What’ll get me

through is the knowledge that this will have a huge impact on the entire planet. I think I’ll see

things differently too as a result of this trip. But the main thing is an adventure like this only ever

comes up once in a lifetime and I’d be insane to pass it up! I haven’t actually been to many places

where I’ve had to rely on my own skills to survive but I’m sure that they’ll teach us everything

we’ll need to know.

[pause]

Now you will hear Part Three again.

tone
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[The recording is repeated.]

[pause]

That is the end of Part Three.

Now turn to Part Four.

[pause]

PART 4 You will hear an interview with a man called Mark Phillips, who is talking about his work

as a potter. For questions 24 to 30, choose the best answer (A, B or C).

You now have one minute to look at Part Four.

[pause]

tone

Interviewer: My guest today is the potter Mark Phillips whose first exhibition opens in the Carlisle

Gallery on Friday. Welcome. I know you’ve only been a potter for four years so you must be

pleased to have this exhibition.

Mark: I’m thrilled. And you’re right, this is something fairly new for me. When I was younger I

never wanted to be a potter. You see, my mother was a very successful one and I used to watch her

in her studio. I could admire the way she created beautiful things from lumps of clay but I just

remember thinking how on earth could I ever hope to reach that standard? I was more into playing

music with my friends-we had grand ideas about forming a band. But you know, that was

something we never got around to doing!

Interviewer: So what made you change your mind and take up pottery?

Mark: I was forty years old with my own computer company that I’d set up when I left school, and

I was feeling a bit-you know-stuck. And I kind of reasoned with myself that the artistic side of me

had been buried for quite long enough. My mother suggested pottery evening classes and came up

with a whole load of ways they’d benefit me. I guess I had my doubts about whether doing it once

a week in the evening would be satisfying.

Interviewer: So, at the age of forty, you went to college and became a student again.

Mark: I did. It was strange at first. I had no deadlines to keep to. My brain was still working

obviously, but it was my body that was now being exercised-and you need a lot of stamina to be a

potter. That was a big plus for me after sitting at a computer for years. I think my fellow students,

who were all in their twenties, were surprised to see this older man, full of enthusiasm and

working hard. But I loved it.

Interviewer: And how would you describe your pots?

Mark: Well, most of them are made on the wheel, but just lately I’ve been hand-building. I make

the pot using pieces of clay that I flatten by rolling them out-a bit like making pastry-then I press

my knife into the clay to make a pattern: stars, triangles, whatever. Leaves would be ideal, but my

mother might object, as that’s her specialty! Like mom’s, my pots are practical things. They

shouldn’t just be on a shelf somewhere being admired in a sitting room.

Interviewer: And how have your fellow potters reacted to your success?
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Interviewer: You mean, are they jealous? I’ve seen no evidence of that. Potters are generally quite

interested in what fellow potters are doing. Obviously a lot of them knew my mother’s work and

they’ve been nothing but helpful to me on a practical level such as letting me use their kiln to fire

my pots in, something that I never imagined would happen. Very few potters earn much

money-it’s hard enough making the pots, but then you’ve got to get yourself known in order for

people to want to buy them.

Mark: Does your mother take an interest in your work and give you advice?

Interviewer: Of course and she’s usually right. She was worried when I gave up my computer

company because I’d been making good money, so she insisted I invested some of it for my old

age! Also, she’s always told me to look at the pots made by potters in history, sometimes going

back thousands of years. If there’s one single thing that’s really inspired me, I guess that’d be it. It

keeps me focused on keeping things simple, not being too ambitious with the shapes I make.

Mark: And after this exhibition is over, what do you think you’ll be doing?

Interviewer: Oh that’s hard. I’m still new to this and I’m keen to learn more-really big pots are

what I want to make but I have to get to grips with learning how to do that. Also the gallery tell

me that some customers want pots in bright colours so that’s something I’ll pass on to my mother.

That’s more her thing because it’s much more complicated than it sounds.

Interviewer: Thank you, Mark ... [fade]

[pause]

Now you will hear Part Four again.

[Teacher, repeat the track now.]

[pause]

That is the end of Part Four.

There will now be a pause of five minutes for you to copy your answers onto the separate answer

sheet. Be sure to follow the numbering of all the questions. I shall remind you when there is one

minute left, so that you are sure to finish in time.

That is the end of the test. Please stop now. Your supervisor will now collect all the question

papers and answer sheets.
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